July 19, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on July 19, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember     

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director
In the temporary absence of Supervisor Puglisi, Deputy Supervisor Frank Farrell began the meeting with an award presented to a long time volunteer in the community, Bobby Kelleher.  Director of Recreation, Ken Sherman spoke of Mr. Kelleher’s Westchester Recreation and Park’s Society award for youth coaching for the Town of Cortlandt for over 40 years.  The Town of Cortlandt also wants to award him for his service to the Town. Councilmember Farrell read the proclamation and presented the award.

Mr. Kelleher stated he was honored to be a part of the Town of Cortlandt and that many others have done much for this program.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Councilmember Farrell led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.
* * * * * * * * * *

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Councilmember Farrell called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence with the exception of Linda Puglisi, Supervisor, who arrived at 7:50 p.m.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan:   Congratulated Bob Kelleher on his well deserved award.  Councilmember Sloan spoke of the 2% tax cap that Albany has passed in that this will cause a lot of problems.  He explained how the cap works and that it is on the taxes that we get in, not on the taxes rate per se, it’s on the levy.  What this means is that we’re supposed to play within these kinds of rules.  The 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

details will be forwarded to the municipalities but Councilmember Sloan explained that the 2% cap is basically a political tool by Albany to look good. 
The good thing is that it can be overruled by a simple majority of the Town Board.  For school districts it is different and will be difficult for the school boards.  The idea is to have local governments and school boards have more economic discipline but there are a lot of unfunded mandates from Albany. Councilmember Sloan questions if there is a comparable law in Albany also, a 2% tax cap on anything done in Albany in regard to the budget?  More details will follow at another time.
(At this time Supervisor Puglisi has joined the Town Board meeting.)
Councilmember Becker:  nothing to report
Councilmember Lindau:  A few years ago the Economic Challenge Committee, chaired by Councilmember Lindau was instrumental in helping bring into Cortlandt the Canine Kindergarten that recently received a citation for the best dog care business in Westchester County.  Councilmember Lindau complemented them and the Town Board.
Councilmember Farrell:  Commented that Supervisor Puglisi makes the job of Deputy Supervisor very easy as she is always there.  Councilmember Farrell stated that the Supervisor’s mother who is sick is in everyone’s thoughts and prayers.
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the development off Rt. 9A that has been a concern for many years but is now with the County; however the Town was able to save the 78 trees in the front property adjacent to Rt. 9A.

Congratulations were given to the Mt. Carmel Society for a wonderful Feast and the Supervisor stated that Chubby Capicotti, the president of this society for many years who recently passed away, was missed.

Supervisor Puglisi reminded everyone that the Westchester County Police have stepped up speeding patrols in the Town and asked everyone to drive safely.
The 9/11 Memorial is being worked on and anyone who wants to contribute to the memorial can contact the project manager.  The 10 year memorial service is being planned with the villages of Croton-on-Hudson and Buchanan.

The Town pool will stay open an extra hour due to the hot weather this week and urged residents to use the pool with their family.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

June 14, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and filed,  seconded  by Councilmember Becker 

1.
Receive and File Bids opened on July 15, 2011 with respect to the 2011 
Re-Paving Bid; and Authorize a Contract with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO.182-11 RE: Award of Contract TE 2011-04 “Town of Cortlandt Repaving-2011”
REPORTS

For the month of June, 2011 the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Reports from the Traffic Safety Advisory Committee dated June and 

July, 2011.
2.
Report from DES with respect to Durrin Avenue.

3.
Quarterly Report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout 
Brook Ashpit dated June, 2011.
* * * * * ** * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Receive and File and refer the following proposed Zoning Ordinance 
revisions to the Planning Board:


a)
 Amend Chapter 307 with respect to Eating and/or Drinking 


     
Establishments Parking.

b) 
Amend Chapter 307 with respect to Public Hearing requirements 


for Town Board referrals.


c) 
Amend Chapter 307 with respect to Special Permits for modified 


parking requirements.

2.
Letter from Cortway Apts. Ltd. With respect to sewer connections; and 
refer to the Legal Department and DOTS.

3.
Letter from the William J. Boyle American Legion Post 1030, and a 
Petition from residents of the Town in favor of naming Town Parkland for a 
Veterans Memorial Park on the Hudson.

4.
Letter from Kathryn Meyer-Desidero with respect to parking on Bonnie 
Hollow Road; and refer to DES.

NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi stated that Ed Vergano, the Town Engineer and the Director of DES and other staff members including Rosemary 
Boyle-Lasher worked on the paving bid and was done in concert with the Village of Buchanan.
Ed Vergano stated that the company ELQ was the low bidder for this project which is about 4 miles of road and 7000 tons of asphalt.
Supervisor Puglisi thanked Ed Vergano and noted that the Town is paying cash so won’t have to borrow for this project.

The Supervisor stated that in reference to the petitions received from the William J. Boyle American Legion Post 1030, she will be contacting the leaders soon and putting a committee together and responding the their suggestions for another Veteran’s park in our vicinity.

Councilmember Farrell noted that he is a member of the American Legion Post 1030 and that they would be happy to discuss this with the Supervisor.  

He also stated that he is in favor of the parking requirements and this will allow the reduction of the requirements for businesses.  
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.183-11 RE: Appoint Robert Foster as a temporary employee for DES/Water for the remainder of 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.184-11 RE: Resolution in opposition to a proposal for Westchester County to designate a parcel at 456 Croton Avenue as an Agriculture District; and forward to County Board of Legislators.
RESOLUTION NO.185-11 RE: Resolution directing staff to develop a fleet card policy.
RESOLUTION NO.186-11 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to enter into an Agreement with Continental Village Fire Department for the purchase of fuel at a Town facility.
RESOLUTION NO.187-11 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Village of Buchanan with respect to Fire Inspector Services.
RESOLUTION NO.188-11 RE: Award a Contract to purchase a water treatment system for DES headquarters.
RESOLUTION NO.189-11 RE: Direct DOTS to begin design plans for a boat launch at the former Martin property in Verplanck; and forward same to the Cortlandt Hudson River Steward.
RESOLUTION NO.190-11 RE:Authorize amending the V& T Code with respect to installing two speed humps on Millington Road. 
RESOLUTION NO.191-11 RE: Authorize the purchase of an electronic speed sign for Sprout Brook Road and include a speed hump on Montrose Station Road.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO.192-11 RE: Authorize a Service Contract with AKRF with respect to facilitating a charrette for Hanover Farms to include the list of members.
RESOLUTION NO.193-11 RE: Award a Contract with respect to road striping for 2011.
Discussion:  The Supervisor thanked Robert (Mickey) Foster who worked in the Town of 30 years and recently retired and has agreed to come back when needed for the rest of this year to assist in the transition of the new Deputy Director of DES.
There are more shared services regarding the Continental Village Fire Department and the Village of Buchanan as a way to save taxpayers money.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that they are sympathetic to the people who want to farm the property, however this is in the middle of a residential neighborhood and she doesn’t believe it meets the criteria of the Westchester County Agricultural District.  This will be discussed at a County Board public hearing on August 8th.  The Supervisor added that they are in favor of farms, as indicated in the example of Hemlock Hill Farm with the Town’s contribution of $270,000 to preserve 90 acres of that 100 acre farm.  10 acres of that farm can still be maintained by Mr. DeMaria and it has been a pre-existing farm for decades. Small farms in the midst of a residential neighborhood would impact the quality of life for the other residents.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.194-11 RE: Authorize DOTS to seek RFP’s for a Rt. 9A crosswalk in Montrose
RESOLUTION NO.195-11 RE:  Authorize staff to negotiate an option for a relocation agreement with respect to the Beer & Soda Distributor on Rt. 6 and Baker Street improvements.
RESOLUTION NO.196-11 RE:  Resolution directing staff to develop “Green Site/Building Codes” with respect to Town standards; and refer same to the Planning Board for their review.
RESOLUTION NO.197-11 RE: Authorize the Town Attorney to contact the Town of Yorktown with respect to a proposed Intermunicipal Agreement for a temporary Sewer District to be formed on Rt. 6.
RESOLUTION NO.198-11 RE: Authorize a one year lease with respect to a parcel located on Broadway and 8th Street in Verplanck. 

RESOLUTION NO.199-11 RE:  Authorize a load only Fireworks Permit for August 6, 2011 with respect to the Peekskill Celebration.
RESOLUTION NO.200-11 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for September 20, 2011 to amend the Zoning Map for a PROS Zone for the Furnace Dock Lake area (town property); and refer to the Planning Board for their comments.
Discussion:  The Supervisor and the Town Board are very proud to initiate with the Green Team green site building codes for the Town which is important for the environment and sustainability for the society. 
Supervisor Puglisi commented that they want to help the local businesses and in this case with sewers along Route 6. The side roads that come into Route 6 perhaps can be assisted with sewers in the future.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
The Supervisor stated that they did “Save the Lake”, the 55 acres of the lake and the watershed is now protected and owned by the Town.

Councilmember Farrell stated that the crosswalk in Montrose will be from the old library building which is now a dance studio to Cole’s Market, which is a busy intersection.  This came out of Montrose Improvement meetings and Councilmember Farrell recognized the work of Ed Vergano with NYS DOT with this project with being able to come up with a workable solution for that site.

The resolution regarding the relocation of the Beer and Soda distributor site will allow for the realignment of the intersection of Baker ST. and Route 6 and the entrance into the Cortlandt Town Center.  This will allow the Town to enter into an agreement with the owner of the property and have further discussions.
Councilmember Lindau added that she wanted to complement Ed Vergano and Rosemary Boyle Lasher and everyone who worked on the Rt. 6 sewer project and it is a plan that should be implemented ASAP and look to expand the project.
All voted AYE
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

The Supervisor commented on an idea from the Recreation Department for the summer on Aug. 1st called a “Super Hero Camp” ages 4-7 where they dress up as super heroes and do super hero activities.  

Councilmember Farrell then proposed a resolution regarding the Mt. Carmel annual feast and Chubby Capicotti, whose father was one of the founding members of the club, who recently passed away.  The idea to name a street in his honor was presented and Councilmember Farrell suggested that the street should be named in honor of the Club itself, honoring all who founded and participate in the annual feast rather than one man. Councilmember Farrell proposed a resolution to name that portion of Highland Avenue, between 6th Street and 8th Street, on which the society’s front door faces as “Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Society Way”.

The Supervisor agreed this is what Chubby would have wanted also. It is an honorary naming and people will not have to change their addresses.
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

RESOLUTION # 201-11 RE: Authorize the honorary naming of a section of Highland Avenue between 6th Street and 8th Street in Verplanck “Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Way”.

All voted AYE
REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

John DeBenedictus

35 Westminster Drive

Spoke of the affordable housing project and how many have stated that they knew nothing about it.  He commented that the signage was so small to alert the residents of what is proposed and that the people are not getting the information. It is not just this project but other projects.  He asked why can’t the sign be larger?

Councilmember Lindau commented that this project has been in front of the Board for many years and that the information is there and on the website.
The Supervisor added that they will consider increasing the size of the signs.
Councilmember Becker added that it is hard to get information out but all of the programs are reported by the news media, on television, on the website, public hearings, and that anyone in the community who doesn’t know isn’t either communicating with their neighbors, but everyone in the community knows that the Town Board is in opposition of it.  The cutting of the trees was stopped by the Town Board and this has been going on for over 20 years.

The Supervisor added that the people should not think the Board does not put the information out, that they do with all media possible. 

The affordable housing project was then explained again by Supervisor Puglisi.
Rosemary Boyle-Lasher

Town of Cortlandt
Announced 2 dates for fund raisers for the 9/11 Memorial - a piece of steel from the site will be used for the memorial and funds will be needed for the construction. Ms. Boyle Lasher announced a wine tasting on Sunday, September 18th at Monteverde’s Restaurant and the 6th annual golf outing at the Hollowbrook Golf Course on Monday, October 17th.

Supervisor Puglisi acknowledged Richard McIntyre, a former Director of Environmental Services who retired and is at this meeting with Robert Kelleher.

Leah Swartz

Responded to the resolution in opposition to the designation of the farming district on Croton Avenue.  She stated that she has been to this site and commented on how clean it was and questioned what neighbors might be in opposition to this. She commented that as the world changes, we will be hearing about a lot more people speaking about the quality and integrity of the food we are eating.  Her experience to being there was quite different and this is an important issue for safe and local food and is in support of the farm.
The Supervisor thanked her and stated she agreed with her and her philosophy and position and there will be a public hearing in Westchester County and urged her to be at the meeting.

HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.

Nancy ??
13 River Farm Road

Ossining

Spoke also in support of the farm.

Dr.  JoAnn Jannie

104 Mountainview Road

Lives adjacent to the residence of Dan Muro and appreciated the comments of the residents wanting natural foods, however she lives next to the property and she lives with it everyday with the odors of the chickens. The plan is to have 3000 chickens and there is not enough land for this use. There are other reasons to not have this farm and is thankful for the Town’s opposition.

John Moriarty

Mountainview Road

Lives across the street from Mr. Muro’s property.  Spoke in support of the farm.

Ron Klein

112 Mountainview Road

Spoke in opposition of the farm.  He has worked on farms and stated that this is not a farm.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. on motions by Councilmember Becker and Councilmember Lindau in memory of Pat DeSantes, General Foreman of the Highway Division for many years.
Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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